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Introduction.

At Holy Trinity School we believe in the concept of lifelong learning and the idea that both adults and children learn new things every day. We maintain that learning should be a rewarding and enjoyable experience for everyone; it should be fun. Through our teaching we equip children with the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to be able to make informed choices about the important things in their lives. We believe that appropriate teaching and learning experiences help children to lead happy and rewarding lives.

What is learning?

At Holy Trinity we believe that “learning is a unique and personal process through which individuals are able to create knowledge, deepen understanding and so take responsibility for their development.” (NCSL 2008) We believe that people learn best in different ways and work hard to provide a rich and varied curriculum and learning environment that allows children to develop their skills and abilities to their full potential.

Aims.

Holy Trinity C/E School Aims

The primary aim of the school is to help each pupil reach his or her full potential so that they may develop the attitudes, skills and knowledge to take full advantage of the opportunities available in their future lives.

We achieve this by:

· fostering the values, attributes and lifestyles that a Christian faith demands in the family, among friends, in the school and in the wider community.

· creating an environment for staff and pupils that is happy stimulating and supportive in which core values and beliefs of high expectations can flourish

· providing an appropriate balanced education designed to help each pupil reach their potential.

· ensuring that all staff have access to development opportunities in keeping with the needs of the school and individuals’ expertise to enhance the educational opportunities for our children.

· providing effective management and organisation within the school to give clear guidance for its direction

· nurture the partnership role between School, Governors, parents, Christ Church and the wider community for the benefit of the children we are jointly responsible for.

Rationale.
This policy has been developed to incorporate the main policies for the curriculum subject (not including RE) so that the document provides information about the teaching and learning opportunities that the children are given and also the ways in which this development is assessed. The policy has been develop by the staff in consultation with all stakeholders.

Foundation Stage

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the reception year. The aim of the EYFS is to help young children achieve the five Every Child Matters outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, and achieving economic well-being. 

In our school, all children join us in September, at the beginning of the school year in which they are five. 

The EYFS is based upon four principles:

· A Unique Child 

· Positive Relationships

· Enabling Environments 

· Learning and Development

A Unique Child - we recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. We use praise and encouragement, as well as celebration assemblies and rewards, to encourage children to develop a positive attitude to learning.

Positive Relationships - we aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the children and their families. We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the contribution they make.

The EYFS teacher acts a ‘Key Person’ to all children in EYFS, supported by the Teaching Assistants.

Enabling Environments -  we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their interests, development and learning, before planning challenging but achievable activities and experiences to extend the children’s learning. 

Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of observation, and this involves the teacher and other adults as appropriate. These observations are recorded in children’s individual ‘Learning Journey’ booklets. They also contain information provided by parents and other settings.

Learning and Development -  we recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. We value all areas of learning and development equally and understand that they are interconnected. 

Play underpins the delivery of all the EYFS. The Reception class has its own enclosed outdoor area. This has a positive effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. It offers the children opportunities to explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant.  We plan activities and resources for the children to access outdoors that help the children to develop in all 6 areas of learning.

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development

· Communication, Language and Literacy

· Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy

· Knowledge and Understanding of the World

· Physical Development

· Creative Development

None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally important and depend on each other. All areas are delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities. In each area there are Early Learning Goals (ELG's) that define the expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS.

It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards. 

We understand that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage. We understand that we are required to: 

· promote the welfare of children.

· promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action when children are ill.

· manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development and individual needs.

· ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to them are suitable to do so.

· Ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for purpose

· Ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development experiences tailored to meet their needs.

· Maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children.

We endeavour to meet all these requirements.

English

At Holy Trinity the English curriculum is delivered using the Primary National Strategy Framework as a basis for implementing the statutory requirements of the programmes of study for English. The Early Learning Goals within the Communication, Language and Literacy area of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum provide the framework for English in Reception. The EYFS educational programme forms the basis for Reception planning where Speaking and Listening run throughout the curriculum.

In Key stages 1 and 2 we carry out the curriculum planning in English in three phases: long-term, medium-term and short-term. The long-term plan indicates the narrative, non-fiction and poetry areas to be covered in each year group. The medium-term plan gives details of the main teaching objectives and texts to be covered each term. Our short-term or weekly plans show specific learning objectives and how they will be taught. It also includes details of what each group of children will be learning. This is a ‘working’ document that is annotated by practitioners for evaluation and assessment purposes and informs future planning.

English is taught from years 1 to 6 as a daily lesson (?): children experience a whole class shared reading, writing or analysis activity, a guided group or independent activity and a plenary to assess progress and learning. Reception children experience a more cross-curricular approach to learning and elements of Communication, Language and Literacy run throughout their day. Children throughout the school have the opportunity to explore a wide range of texts and use a range of resources such as dictionaries, thesauruses, interactive texts to support their learning. 

Practitioners at Holy Trinity provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of all children, whatever their ability. Activities are differentiated within the Literacy plans, extension work is provided for the Gifted and Talented and support such as adult guidance, writing frames and specific intervention programmes are put into place for children with Special Needs.

In Reception, Years 1 and 2 daily Phonics sessions take place. Children across Years 1 and 2 are assessed and grouped by ability so that the teaching and learning in these sessions can be matched to individual needs. The Letters and Sounds Teaching Programme forms the basis for the Phonics Programme complemented by resources from the PIPs Programme.

The teaching of Spelling in Key Stage 2 has followed the objectives, strategies and suggested word lists outlined in the ‘Spelling Bank’ booklet from the NLS, currently under review.

Reading is supported and promoted through carefully selected texts, classroom displays, Book Fairs and visits to our own school Library. Multi-modal texts are more frequently planned into the English curriculum and children use their ICT skills to create their own Multi-modal texts as part of their learning. Guided Reading is taught throughout the school.

Writing is promoted through quality first teaching and guided group work. We encourage writing across the curriculum and provide as many opportunities as possible for children to write in a variety of genres both using handwriting and word processing. Handwriting is discretely taught throughout the school where a cursive style is followed from Year 1. Handwriting in Reception begins by offering the children activities that develop controlled movements both in fine and gross motor skills through all kinds of play and cross-curricular opportunities. This leads to teaching a non-cursive style where the children learn to form individual letters correctly.

Speaking and Listening underpins our whole curriculum from Reception through to Year 6. We give all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a widening range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, in front of a variety of audiences, to listen carefully and respectfully and to practise and extend their range of vocabulary and communication skills. They are encouraged to explore, enjoy, learn about  and use words and text in a range of situations.

Maths

At Holy Trinity our policy for mathematics is based on the New Primary Framework and supported by the Abacus Evolve scheme of work and resources. We selected Abacus resources because they support our ethos of mathematics teaching and learning: we aim to provide children with a rich variety of activities related to both their individual needs and to prepare them for the wider requirements of society. Problem solving and group discussion form an integral part of our planning and we encourage children to become critical thinkers and to use their maths knowledge in a wider context in and out of school.

Differentiated according to their age and ability, every child will typically participate in a daily mathematics lesson, which over the course of the week will include whole class teaching; paired work; practical activities; independent thinking; oral and mental starter activities and ICT work. Formative and summative assessment is regularly used to inform the setting of layered targets across the school.

Science. 
Science teaching at Holy Trinity has two broad strands: to enable children to attain specific scientific knowledge and to develop scientific enquiry skills.

Our curriculum is planned in accordance with QCA and teachers use Star Science as a core programme.  Children study six topics each year covering Life Processes, Materials and their Properties and  Physical Processes. The development of scientific enquirey skills is integrated within these topics.  Children are given  opportunities to work individually, in pairs, small groups or as a class as appropriate to their needs and to the task in hand.  As far as possible children engage in practical activities in order to develop skills in planning, observing, recording, interpreting results and drawing conclusions. They are expected to ask as well as answer questions.  Visiting speakers and workshops stimulate children’s interest and enhance learning.  When practical activities are not possible teachers use a variety of media including television, computers and teacher demonstrations to expand children’s experience, interest in and understanding of the world around them.

ICT

The main aim of Information Communication Technology (ICT) is to equip children with the skills necessary to use technology to become independent lifelong learners, the teaching styles that we adopt is are as active and practical as possible. Children are taught both specific skills in ICT, for example how to use hardware or software, but it also is involved in providing opportunities for individuals or groups of children to use computers and technology to help them in whatever they are learning. So, for example, children might research a history topic by using a CD-ROM, or they might investigate a particular issue on the Internet. Children who are learning science might use the computer to model a problem or to analyse data. We encourage the children to explore ways in which the use of ICT can improve their results, for example, how a piece of writing can be edited or how the presentation of a piece of work can be improved by moving text about etc. The focus is that children can use ICT in a variety of ways to make their learning more effective.

We recognise that all classes have children with widely differing ICT abilities. This is especially true when some children have access to ICT equipment at home, while others do not. We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and experience of the child. 

The school uses the Hertfordshire scheme of work for ICT as the basis for its curriculum planning. This scheme is an adapted version of the national scheme of work. 

The long-term plan maps the ICT topics that the children study in each term during each key stage. Our long-term ICT plan shows how teaching units are distributed across the year groups, and how these fit together to ensure progression within the curriculum plan.

Our medium-term plans, which we have adopted from the Hertfordshire scheme of work, give details of each unit of work for each term. They identify the key learning objectives for each unit of work and stipulate the curriculum time that we devote to it. 

The topics studied in ICT are planned to build upon prior learning. While we offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, we also build planned progression into the scheme of work, so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school. 

History and Geography

At Holy Trinity we follow a thematic approach for the teaching of history and geography. Our planning is supported by our participation in the ‘Creative Learning Journey’ programme and underpinned by the key principles of the Every Child Matters agenda. We teach key skills drawn from QCA planning. We aim to foster in children an interest in the past and in the world around them and develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that the humanities have to offer. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving. We encourage children to think as historians and geographers and place an emphasis on examining artefacts and primary sources. In each key stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical and geographical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of events in the past or their experience of the world.  We aim to help children understand society and their place within it and so develop a sense of their own cultural heritage.
PSHE.

We regard PSHE as an important component of the whole curriculum. We believe that the promotion of health and well being is central to the life of the school and its relationships with the surrounding community. We have the responsibility to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum across the school by using the SEAL programme which:

• Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, emotional, social and physical development of pupils at the school and in society.

• Prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.

We use a range of teaching and learning styles. We place an emphasis on active learning by involving the children in discussions, investigations and problem-solving activities. We encourage the children to take part in a range of practical activities that promote active Citizenship, e.g. charity fundraising.

PE.
At Holy Trinity all pupils receive two hours of curriculum time physical education per week. At KS1 we teach dance, games and gymnastics plus one other element, outdoor and adventurous activities. In KS2 we teach dance, games and gymnastics plus three others, swimming (for years 4 to 6), outdoor and adventurous activities and athletics. Our school uses the Val Sabin scheme of work as the basis for curriculum planning adapted to the local circumstances of the school.

The school provides a range of PE related extra-curricular activities that include netball, football, dance, tennis and golf. We participate in both the Waltham Cross and District and A10 Sports Partnerships for various events, festivals and competitions.
Modern Foreign Languages: French

At Holy Trinity we introduced French as our Modern Foreign Language from September 2008. During the first term French lessons were delivered in every Key Stage 2 class by a native French speaker for 40 minutes a week using a published Scheme of Work called ‘La Farandole’. This provided a positive ‘kick-start’ to a subject new to the curriculum for the majority of our children. Alongside this the same native French speaker offered an ‘Out-of-Hours’ French Club which has been running successfully for a number of years. From January 2009 all pupils from year 3 to year 6 have access to a one hour lesson of French per week delivered by a new specialist language teacher. 
The provision of MFL at Holy Trinity is inclusive, in line with the Primary Languages Framework and aims to provide equality of opportunity for all children in Key Stage 2. In planning to meet the varied needs of pupils in different year groups and the degree of exposure and experience each year group has previously had the Primary Languages Framework objectives are adapted and chosen to build upon prior learning. Children for whom English is a second or additional language contribute to the intercultural understanding of their fellow pupils and are encouraged to take pride in, and develop their existing language skills.
There is an emphasis on the importance of communication in the language - real language use - as a central component of learning as well as a desired outcome for that learning.  This is achieved by:

· providing enjoyment and stimulation through games, songs, drama and stories
· supporting learning through regular and familiar routines 
· making use of and developing communication strategies including the use of ICT
· ensuring opportunities for children to interact with the target language and with other people through the target language
· exposure to the new language in order to assimilate new sound patterns and to relate them to words and meanings using a range of resources including ICT.

Lessons are planned using the Primary Languages Framework  and complemented by the Tout-le-monde Scheme of Work and ???????? DVD resources.

Links have been established with a Secondary Language Specialist College, Goffs Oak, for further support and possible up-skilling of class teachers.

Music 
In Reception the children learn nursery rhymes, simple songs, dances and games using a variety of tuned and untuned percussion instruments.

We are registered with ‘Sing up’ in Hertfordshire which encourages singing using a variety of fun, easy songs with actions. There is a weekly hymn/music practice in which hymns and songs for our assemblies and church services are learnt and practised as part of the weekly collective worship cycle. All classes have music on a weekly basis with their class teacher using the ‘Music Express’ scheme.

We have African drumming using Djembe each week provided by the Herts Music Service as part of the Wider Opportunties Programme. Year 4 have a session each week throughout the term with the other classes from KS2 taking part for one term each through the year.

We have a choir club after school which is well attended and sings at regular school church services, during school assemblies and is occasionally involved in community and interschool events in the area.

Individual children have piano lessons arranged by the music service which take place during the school day. These are paid for by parents or free for those claiming free school meals.

We have a large variety of musical instruments for children to use, many books and other resources and a varied library of recorded music.
Design and Technology

Design and technology prepares children to take part in the development of tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. Creative thinking encourages children to make positive changes to their quality of life and become creative problem solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team. 

The school uses the QCA schemes of work to plan a range of activities to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in design and technology which provide opportunities for pupils to:

· develop imaginative thinking in children and to enable them to talk about what they like and dislike when designing and making

· enable children to talk about how things work, and to draw and model their ideas

· encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques for making a product, whilst following safe procedures

· explore attitudes towards the made world and how we live and work within it

· develop an understanding of technological processes,  products, and their manufacture, and their contribution to our society

· to foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making

Planning of activities builds on the previous experience of pupils and provides increasing challenge and progression. Teachers ensure that the children apply their knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning and making products and then evaluating them.  Within lessons children are given the opportunity both to work on their own and to collaborate with others, listening to other children’s ideas and treating these with respect. They have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources including ICT. The objectives of the lessons and the criteria for achievement are clearly explained to all pupils.  

The evaluation of products requires children to articulate their ideas and to compare and contrast their views with those of others. Through discussion children learn to justify their own views and clarify their design ideas.

Where the supervision of activities is delegated to teaching assistants, they will have access to training and be able to support pupils effectively.

The school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of design and technology across the school.

Art and Design

The school believes that art is a vital part of the education of all children and the appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all our lives. 

The school uses the QCA schemes of work to plan a range of activities to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in art and design which provide opportunities for pupils to:

· record from first-hand experience and from imagination, and to select their own ideas to use in their work

· develop creativity and imagination through a range of activities including ICT

· improve children’s ability to control materials, tools and techniques

· explore and use two and three dimensional media, working on a variety of scales

· review and modify their work as it progresses

·  increase their critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in different times and cultures

· foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and knowledge of artists, craftspeople and designers

Planning of activities builds on the previous experience of pupils and provides increasing challenge and progression. Teachers ensure that the objectives of the lessons and the criteria for achievement are clear to all pupils. Where the supervision of art activities is delegated to teaching assistants, they will have access to training and be able to support pupils effectively.

Every child’s response is unique and activities in art are planned which allow pupils to respond according to their abilities, with appropriate differentiation by support, resources and outcome. 

Books and other visual materials to support learning about artists, designers and craftspeople are available in the classrooms and the library. The school has a range of natural and made objects from a range of cultures for use as a stimulus for work for observation and imagination. 

When appropriate the school uses outside resources, such as gallery visits and visits to the school by artists and craftspeople to support pupil’s learning in art. The school takes advantage of the County Collection of Original Works of Art, whereby a number of art pieces are borrowed each term to support pupil’s learning. 

Gifted and Talented

At Holy Trinity we aim to provide opportunities for all pupils to reveal, display and extend their abilities. We acknowledge the potential of each individual pupil and as such seek to support the able, gifted and talented within our school through a broad range of opportunities including: the teaching of thinking skills; opportunities to develop effective research techniques, library and ICT skills; ensuring the teaching of questioning skills to a higher cognitive level for teachers and pupils.

Although we recognise that no one method of identification is sufficient, class teachers, senior managers and the Gifted and talented coordinator review regularly the Gifted and Talented register in accordance with the DCSF definitions outlined thus:

Gifted: able in one or more subjects in the statutory school curriculum, other then art, music or PE

Talented: able in art, music, PE or in any sport or creative art.

We believe that the social and emotional growth of all pupils should be encouraged alongside the development of academic and practical ability. This can be achieved by providing appropriate challenges within the broad and balanced curriculum of Holy Trinity and by encouraging pupils to use their abilities and talents to the full. We seek to be inclusive in our approach and sensitive to the potential impact of labelling a group. Supporting the needs of Able, Gifted and Talented pupils is a factor in raising achievements for all.
